Beverly Public Library
Public Presentation Policy

The Beverly Public Library’s Board of Trustees (“the Board”) recognizes individuals who live or
work in Beverly may wish to address the Board during an open meeting. The comment period is
subject to the following conditions:

1. Individuals wishing to address the Board during the public comment period may sign up by
emailing the Assistant Library Director in advance of the meeting or by using the sign up sheet
that will be available at the meeting. Each individual shall be allotted up to 3 minutes to speak.
The public comment period is limited to 15 minutes total. Sign up is on a first come first serve
basis. The Assistant Library Director will only schedule speakers as far out as the next available
speaking slot, subject to the limitation that only two meeting agendas will be open at any given
time.

2. The rules for public comment are as follows:

a. Speakers shall provide their name and address and speak from or at a location
designated by the Chair of the Board or other presiding officer of the meeting. If
participating by video conference, speakers shall have their cameras on.

b. Speakers shall behave in an orderly and peaceable manner. In this regard, speakers
shall not: shout or scream, engage in physically threatening conduct or speech, use
“fighting words”, make “true threats”, use obscene language or otherwise communicate
in an obscene manner, incite imminent lawless conduct by others, or make any
statement that a court of competent jurisdiction has found to be defamatory. See terms
defined below.

c. Speakers shall not direct comments to any person other than the presiding officer of the
Meeting and may speak only when recognized by the presiding officer.

3. This is a comment period and not a question and answer period.

4. Violation of these rules may result in an individual being asked to terminate their comments
and/or to leave the meeting, or an individual being removed from the meeting by the Police.

This policy does not limit the Chair of the Board from inviting individuals including, but not
limited to, City employees to address the Board in relation to an agenda item.

Members of the public are also reminded that comments may alternatively be submitted in
writing to the Assistant Library Director for distribution to the Trustees.

Approved by the Board of Trustees on April 29, 2025



Definitions

Defamation

Under Massachusetts law, there must be a false statement that “discredits the plaintiff ‘in the
minds of any considerable and respectable segment in the community” and that causes injury
or damage to their reputation. Barrows v. Wareham, 82 Mass. App. Ct. 623, 628 (2012) (internal
citations omitted).

Fighting Words

“Fighting words” are “personally abusive epithets which, when addressed to the ordinary citizen,
are, as a matter of common knowledge, inherently likely to provoke violent reaction.” See Cohen
v. California, 403 U.S. 15, 20 (1971). “Fighting words” are words whose “very utterance ... tend
to incite an immediate breach of the peace.” Chaplinksy v. New Hampshire, 315 U.S. 568, 572
(1942).

Obscene

“A thing is obscene if, considered as a whole, its predominant appeal is to prurient interest, i.e. a
shameful or morbid interest in nudity, sex, or excretion, and if it goes substantially beyond
customary limits of candor in description or representation of such matters.” Roth v. United
States, 354 U.S. 476, 488 n.20 (1957). “[M]atter is obscene if taken as a whole it (1) appeals to
the prurient interest of the average person applying the contemporary stands of the county
where the offense was committed; (2) depicts or describes sexual conduct in a patently
offensive way; and (3) lacks serious literary, artistic, political or scientific value.” Commonwealth
v. Letendre, 98 Mass. App. Ct. 1101 n.6 (2020) quoting M.G.L. c. 272m, § 3.

True Threats

“True threats’ are statements made to communicate a serious expression of an intent to commit
an act of unlawful violence to a particular individual or group of individuals... The speaker need
not actually intend to carry out the threat. Rather, a prohibition on true threats ‘protect[s]
individuals from the fear of violence’ and ‘from the disruption that fear engenders,’ in addition to
protecting people ‘from the possibility that the threatened violence will occur.” . . . “The term
‘true threat’ has been adopted to help distinguish between words that literally threaten but have
an expressive purpose such as possible hyperbole, and words that are intended to place the
target of the threat in fear, whether the threat is veiled or explicit.” O’'Brien v. Borowski, 461
Mass. 415, 423-24 (2012) (abrogated on other grounds by Seney v. Morhy, 467 Mass. 58
(2014)) (internal citations omitted.)




